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President s Message

I would like to extend warmest thanks and con-
gratulations to the 2006 Conference Committee, on behalf
of the ATESL Board. Because of their hard work, we were
able to enjoy a wonderful conference. The keynote speakers
were inspiring and edifying, and | heard very positive feed-
back about the many great breakout sessions. Thanks to a
great team!

Thinking about the year ahead, | would like to en-
courage all ATESL members to consider our role as advo-
cates communicating with government, business, and the
general public to create awareness about immigration, set-
tlement of immigrants, and English language learning. Re-
cently, | have noticed an increasing number of newspaper
columns and editorials about immigration. Many of these
have questioned and even criticized Canada s immigration
policies as they relate to immigrants who don t speak either
of the two official languages. | encourage you to take part in
this public discussion by talking to your neighbors, writing
to the newspaper, and participating in local ATESL activi-
ties.

Please contact the Board with any concerns or issues
related to advocacy, we are interested to hear the issues you
and your students face every day.

Sincerely,

Justine Light







