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ATESL Conference 2006 
Currents Under Currents 

Update 
 

Denise Lo�
�

This year�s Annual ATESL 
Conference, Currents Under 
Currents, will be held on Octo-
ber 13th and 14th at the Coast 
Edmonton Plaza Hotel and 
NorQuest College (Downtown 
Campus). You may register ei-
ther online at http://www.atesl.
ca or on paper. Register before 
September 15th to enjoy the 
early-bird rates! Like previous 
conferences, various workshops 
will be held by TESL profes-
sionals to share their research 
and experiences.  As for key-
note speakers, we are very ex-
cited to have Anna Maria Tre-
monti from CBC�s The Current 
presenting on Friday, October 
13th and Ilona Leki from the 
University of Tennessee on Sat-
urday, October 14th.  Besides 
fascinating keynote speakers, a 
group of publishers, from Cam-
bridge University Press to Us-
borne Books, have been gath-
ered and will be exhibiting 
their newest ESL publications.  
For further information, please 
visit the ATESL website at 
http://www.atesl.ca. 
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Currents Under Currents 
 

ATESL Conference 2006 
Keynote Speakers 

 
 
 

 
Ilona Leki directs the English department�s English as a Second Language program at the 
University of Tennessee and is chair of the university�s Interdisciplinary Program in Linguis-
tics. Her research interests focus on second language writing, academic literacy development 
among bilingual students, and the literacy experiences of English learners.  She co-edits 
Journal of Second Language Writing and is author of Academic Writing:  Exploring Proc-
esses and Strategies (Cambridge) and Understanding ESL Writers: A Guide for Teachers 
(Boynton/Cook), editor of Academic Writing Programs:  Case Studies in TESOL Practice 
(TESOL), and co-editor (with Joan Carson) of Reading in the Composition Classroom:  Sec-
ond Language Perspectives (Heinle & Heinle).  Her most recent research project focused on 
a series of case studies of L2 English university students in their courses throughout their un-
dergraduate education in the U.S. and will be published by Erlbaum as Undergraduates in a 
Second Language:  Four Case Studies.  This research included interviews with the students 
and their teachers and observations of the students� classes across the curriculum.  She is 
winner of the Jefferson Award and the 1996 TESOL/Newbury House Distinguished Re-
search Award.   
 
Anna Maria Tremonti joins The Current after two years as a correspondent and host on 
CBC TV's flagship investigative program "The Fifth Estate". She has spent much of her ca-
reer roaming the country and the world for the CBC. Between 1991 and 2000 Anna Maria 
filed regular news and documentary reports for CBC Television from a rotating cast of inter-
national home bases: Berlin, London, Jerusalem, and Washington. She has covered conflict 
and crisis in more than 30 countries, providing the CBC with eyewitness accounts of the war 
in Bosnia, the Arab-Israeli conflict and the break-up of the Soviet Union. 
 
A native of Windsor, Ontario, Anna Maria�s career began in radio. She joined CBC as host 
of the morning radio program in Fredericton, New Brunswick, then moved to Edmonton to 
work as a legislative reporter. She followed this with a four-year stint in the nation�s capital, 
pursuing political high-jinx on Parliament Hill.  
 
For her work as a journalist Anna Maria has won two Gemini awards, and an outstanding 
achievement award from Toronto Women in Film and Television. She also received an hon-
ourary doctorate from the University of Windsor, the very school where she completed her 
undergraduate studies.  She has behind her a string of partially learned languages�French, 
German and Arabic�which she uses to great and mysterious effect while lounging on the 
decks of international ocean liners. 
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Registration Form for the ATESL 2006 Annual Conference 
Registration at: Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel����������������		�, Edmonton, Alberta 

*Contact info@atesl.ca for your 
membership expiry date 

 
 

Two-day conference (Friday, October 13 and Saturday, October 14) � lunches included     
                                                                                                       Early Fee*                    Regular Fee*                                            
                                                                                                 (before Sept. 15)              (after Sept.15)                                    
ATESL Member: Regular                                                                $190.80                           $212.00            
ATESL Member: Student/Volunteer                                               $137.80                           $159.00 
Non Members:                                                                                $265.00                           $286.20 
                   
One-day conference only (Friday, October 13 or Saturday, October 14) � lunch included        
                                                                                                       Early Fee*                    Regular Fee*                                                
                                                                                                  (before Sept. 15)             (after Sept.15)                                     
ATESL Member: Regular                                                               $137.80                           $148.40            
ATESL Member: Student/Volunteer                                               $84.80                             $95.40 
Non Members:                                                                                $212.00                           $222.60 
                      
1) Which day(s) will you be attending?         Friday __________ Saturday __________ Both  _______                       
2) Are you attending as a regular, student/volunteer, or non Member?  _______________________ 
3) What is the amount that you are submitting for the conference?     $ _______________________ 
4) Do you have any special dietary needs or allergies?____________________________________ 
NOTE: The deadline for early registration is Friday, September 15, 2006                                       *All prices include the GST 

 
Historically, the conference is a time when many members receive or renew their memberships. Please com-
plete the following information for a new membership or a membership renewal in order to qualify for 
ATESL membership prices.                            
Are you a new ATESL member?                                                                                         ____ Yes  ____ No 
Have you been accredited by ATESL?                                                                                ____ Yes  ____ No 
Would you like to receive email ads regarding ESL/EFL jobs?                                          ____ Yes  ____ No 
If YES, please write your email address here.   _______________________________________________________    

 
Please CHECK the appropriate fee, AND the area closest to you. 

Applicable fee (including GST)                                                                                                        
� $31.80    Volunteer in ESL Work      (one year membership)                    
� $31.80    Student                                (one year membership)                   
� $31.80    Unemployed / Retired         (one year membership)                      
� $47.70     Regular                               (one year membership)                      
� $84.80     Regular                               (two year membership)   
                 
*What is the amount of the payment that you are submitting for membership? 
 
$ _____________                ATESL GST # 89323 5762 RT0001 
 

Family (Last) Name                                                Given (First) Name and Middle Initial 
_______________________________                  ______________________________ 
Are you an ATESL Member?                                 Membership Expiry Date 
YES _____     NO  _____                                       ______________________________ 

Mailing Address 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
City / Province                                                                  Postal Code 
_______________________________                  ______________________________ 
Telephone (Home)                        Telephone (Business)             Affiliation (Institution) 
(      ) __________________   (      ) __________________   ______________________ 
Email Address 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

Area Closest to you 
� Calgary and area 
� Edmonton and area 
� Lethbridge-Medicine Hat 
� Grande Prairie 
� Red Deer 
� Other ________________ 
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Registration Form for the ATESL 2006 Annual Conference 
Registration at: Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel����������������		�, Edmonton, Alberta 

 
Conference Fees:  
Please print and send in the above form with your cheque or money order payable to ATESL Conference 
Planning Committee to the address below: 
 

ATESL Conference 
c/o ESL Program  

Alberta College Campus 
 10050-MacDonald Drive 

Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 2B7 

 
Membership Fees:  
If you are also paying for membership fees, please include a separate cheque or money order payable to 
ATESL membership in the same envelope. 
 
DO NOT MAIL CASH. 
 
If you prefer to pay by credit card, please register on-line at http://www.atesl.ca  
 
For further information about registration, please contact the Conference Registrar at atesl2006conference@hotmail.com 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Confirmation of Registration will be emailed to you prior to the conference.  

 
Refunds will be issued if written notice is received by the Registrar two weeks prior to the 

conference. There is a $25.00 cancellation fee. 
 

Receipts will be available upon request at the registration desk. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Accommodation: The Coast Edmonton Plaza Hotel has conference rates: comfort room $89, superior room $99, premium 
room $109, single or double occupancy. Quote ATESL conference to receive rates. Rates can be extended 3 days prior and 
3 days after the conference. Cancellations must be received prior to 4:00 on date of arrival. For reservations phone (780) 
423-4811 or call toll free 1-800-716-6199. http://www.coasthotels.com/home/sites/edmontonplaza/ 

Room Amenities:� Complimentary high speed Internet, daily newspaper, coffee-maker, iron and ironing board, free local 
and toll-free phone calls, TV and remote. 

Hotel Amenities:� Covered parking - $8 per night, complimentary use of fitness centre that includes, exercise equipment, 
indoor pool, whirlpool, and sauna, and return shuttle to airport for $25. AHAVA Day Spa available http://www.
ahavacanada.com/ 

 

 

 

ATESL GST # 89323 5762 RT0001 
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He Shoots, He Scores: Demonstration of an Interactive CD-ROM 
 

Penthes Rubrecht and Donna Mydlarski 
 

ATESL Conference Presentation 2005 
 
 The CD-ROM �The Hockey Sweater� is based on Roch Carrier�s classic short story and the 
animated film of the National Film Board of Canada. It is the result of two years of team-
work. (See Note 1 for details.) The team set out to create a pedagogical environment that 
would place the learner in a multi-media immersion as close as possible to the cultural con-
text being studied. 
 
The CD aims to achieve the following six objectives: 
             
1.  To design and produce high quality multi-media learning materials to enhance the reper-
toire of resources for English language learners 
 
2.  To create a CD-ROM based on Canadian materials and representing aspects of Canadian 
culture 
 
3. To create a CD-ROM on a topic of interest � sports � to learners of different age groups 
and backgrounds 
 
4.  To create a CD-ROM with original exercises at three levels of proficiency and original 
support materials to enhance the cultural, linguistic and literary components 
 
5. To create a CD-ROM that is user-friendly, motivating, and can be accessed by independ-
ent learners 
 
6. To create a CD-ROM that can be made available at low cost to many programs regardless 
of location 
 
In terms of methodology, two main principles underlie the selection of content and the de-
sign of activities. First, culture is an integral part of language, and vice-versa. Second, narra-
tion plays an essential part in literacy and language learning. 
 
The CD provides technology-mediated language practice through guided, interactive lessons 
in observing, viewing, listening, reading and writing.  Furthermore, by introducing the cul-
ture of French-speaking Canada, the CD promotes a better understanding of our rich heri-
tage. Learners will increase their literacy skills with authentic materials of literary value and 
steeped in Canadian culture. The theme of hockey is of high interest to adults and children 
alike and watching hockey is often a shared activity, particularly among fathers and their 
children. 
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A website http://www.editions3d.ca/chandail/en and a Teacher�s Guide will provide support 
to learners, tutors, and teachers. A French version of the CD-ROM, Le chandail de hockey, is 
also being produced.  The chart The Hockey Sweater: Top Menu Bar and Contents shows the 
main features of the CD-ROM. These are discussed in more detail below. 
 

The Hockey Sweater         Top Menu Bar and Content 

1st  
 

The Sweater, NFB 
film 

 
 
 

Video Clips 
 
 

(Matching) 
Hockey Highlights 

 
 

Oral Questions 

2nd period 
 

Exploring the Story 
 
 
 
 

Peewee  
 
 

(Matching) 
Hockey Clothing 

 
 

Comprehension 
 
 

(Cloze) 
The Winters of My 
Childhood, Winter 

Blues 
 
 

Plot Puzzles 
 

Junior  
 

(Matching) 
Hockey Home 

 
Comprehension 

 
(Cloze) 

School Winter Blues 
 

Plot Puzzles 
 

Pro  
 

(Matching) 
Hockey Clothing 

 
Comprehension 

 
(Cloze) Church 

 
Plot Puzzles 

 
 

3rd period 
 

Hockey 
e.g. Hockey Night in 
Canada, Women and 

Hockey� 
 

The Hockey Song 
 
 

The Stars (hockey 
cards) 

 
 

Eaton�s catalogue 
- Order Form activity 

 
Heritage 

e.g. Eaton�s, A Fam-
ily Affair; 

Ancient Art of Recy-
cling, � 

Zone 
 

Dream Team 
- Hockey 
Album 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encounters 
 

Roch Carrier 
Interview 
Biography 

 
 

Sheldon Cohen 
Biography 

 
Sheila Fischman 

Biography 
 
 

Marcel Dargis 
Interview 
Biography 
Art Gallery 
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1st Period (Listening Period):  
 
This period contains the full version of the film (10 minutes) as well as video clips. Learners 
observe, view and listen. Examples of exercises are matching pictures to spoken words or 
sentences and oral multiple-choice questions. Exercises require manipulation, such as drag-
ging the number of the word the learner hears to the appropriate picture. Learners with lim-
ited literacy skills can successfully complete these exercises. 
.  
 
 2nd Period (Listening and Reading Period):   
 
The text is introduced on the screen, side by side with the film and learners are able to asso-
ciate sounds of the words with text. Exercises are at three levels, Peewee (high beginners), 
Junior (intermediate) and Pro (high intermediate-advanced). This period provides practice 
through matching words to pictures, to definitions, written comprehension questions, cloze 
exercises, and plot puzzles (ordering sentences in sequence).  
 
3rd Period: (Listening, Reading and Writing Period, Canadian Heritage)  
 
The ideas in the film are expanded with texts providing additional information about Ca-
nadian heritage, the game of hockey, and hockey cards of famous players. On the front of the 
card is a photograph with some text and, by pressing a button, learners can flip the card over 
to look at the statistics. Several original pages in colour and black and white from the Ea-
ton�s catalogue 1946-47 give a sense of fashion at the time of the story, and Stompin� Tom 
O�Connors� well-known Hockey Song reflects the popularity of the game. Notes on Canadian 
heritage were created to accompany the screens. An example of an exercise in this period is 
filling out an order form for Eaton�s. 
 
Zone:  (Task-based, Creative Period) 
 
 This section contains extended activities, which involve all skill areas. The Dream Team ac-
tivity, for example, consists of making up a team from the selection of hockey cards pre-
sented in the 3rd period, making sure that the players are in the positions they held or hold, 
according to the information on the cards.  Learners are then asked to describe why they have 
chosen a particular player or players.  
 
Encounters: (Linguistic and Cultural Enrichment Period)  
 
Learners get acquainted with the writer, Roch Carrier, and a Quebec folk artist through inter-
views created specifically for this CD. Biographies, including those of the illustrator of the 
film and the translator of the story (French to English), provide further background informa-
tion. One of the highlights is a visit to the Art Gallery to view original paintings depicting 
life at the time of The Hockey Sweater. 
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A variety of learner support is available throughout the program. A multi-media dictionary, 
for example, offers definitions, collocations, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms and deriva-
tives. Clicking on any word in the film script will bring up the dictionary entry for that word. 
Learners can hear the word and, where appropriate, see an illustration.  
 
 
In summary, meaningful subject matter joins with story-telling and the integration of lan-
guage and culture to form The Hockey Sweater CD-ROM. The result is a powerful learning 
resource of interest to the language, literacy, new Canadian, communications, sport and cul-
tural communities. It is intended especially for ESL learners, aged 11 to adults in educational 
institutions, and for independent learners.   
 
 
Note 1 
The content development team consists of four second language professionals and a kinesiol-
ogy expert from Alberta, Ontario, Quebec and Saskatchewan. They are supported by a lin-
guist, a sport and cultural historian, a graphic artist, a narrator, an instructional designer, a 
computer programmer, a media producer as well as practitioners and learners, involved in 
field-testing.  
 
Note 2 
The Hockey Sweater/Le chandail de hockey team gratefully acknowledges the generous sup-
port of the following: 
             
• ACCESS, Alberta Learning, through the Language Research Centre (University of Cal-

gary), for the French project 
 
• Canadian Heritage/Patrimoine canadien: Canadian Studies Program for both proj-

ects 
 
• National Literacy Secretariat for both projects. 
 
 
 

 




