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Overview of CLB LEVELS

Speaking

| canjoinin conversati onson familiar
topics. | am beginning to use longer
sentences, but someti mes| hesitate or
pause.

I know alot of common, everyday
vocabulary and some idioms. | can use the
phone for a simple conversati on, but | sti
fi ndit diffi cult.

| can parti cipate in small group discussion
where | expressmy opinion, ask for

clarifi cati on.|cankeepaconversati on
going and can hold my own when
speaking to agroup. | can provide accurate
and detailed informati on.lcanusea
vaariety of complex sentences and | speak
at almost normal speed. | can explain a
processor sequence of events.

| can parti cipate in a small group discussior
and expressmy opinions, feeling and
reservati onsabout atopic. | cangive clear
instructi onsand directi onsrelatedto
moderately complex, familiar, technical
and non-technical tasks. | am comfortable
speaking formally orinformally, on topics
involving problem solving or decision-
making. | can make a detailed comparison.

I am comfortable speaking about almost any t«
that comesup in normal conversati onin soci:
situati oinsorat work. | am able to addresslat
groupsor parti cipate ingroup discussions. | ¢
speak on familliartopics at both concrete and
abstract levels. | can present informati on, giv
instructi ons, propose and recommend. | can
descripti ons, opinionsand explanati ons. | cz
synthesize abstract complex ideas and hypoth

Listening

| can understand conversati onsif people
speaks slowly. | canfollow simple,
respecti ve and predictable speech. | can
catch many words and phrasesin informal
conversati onsat a normal speedin audio
recordings and onthe radio. | canfollow
the general idea if the subject is
personally relevant.

I canfollow a conversati on about a
familiar topic at a pace slightly slower
thannormal. | canlistento a short
instructi onal talk. | can understand short
setsof instructi onsordirecti onsand
follow the sequence of the stepseven if
they are not in step-by-step form.

| can understand the main point and
important details of a conversati onaswell
asinferred meanings. | can understand a
formal orinformal conversati on. | can
understand more complex, indirect
questi onsabout personal experience,
familiar topics and general knowledge. i
can understand a phone message if | am
familiar with the topic. | might sti 1l have
trouble understanding nati ve speakers
when they speak quickly to one another.

when someone is speaking, | can understand t
main points, details, purposse, and atti tude.
recognize diff erentlevelsof formality. | can
understand some technical conversati ons,
especially about my line of work. | can underst
abstract and complex ideas on afamiliar topic.
follow detailed and extended instructi onsif
are clear and coherent. | can usually understar
phone messages, even on unfamiliar, non rou
subjects.

Reading

| can understand the main ideas, some
details and some inferred meaning of a
text 2-3 paragraphslong. The topics are
familiar and personally relevant. | can
read informati onthat | receive regularly,
such asagasbill, or someitemsina
newspaper usually, | have to read
something more than once to understand
it. Someti mes, by looking at awhole
sentence, | can understand what a new
word means. However, most of theti me, |
use my dicti onary for new words.

| can read atext writt enin plain English
that is 3-5paragraphslong and alitt le
diffi cult. | can understand the mainidea,
key details and some inferred meanings. |
read mostly about fact and things| can
see, but | someti mesread about abstract
ortechnical issues.

| can read authenti ctextthatis 1-2pages
long and moderately complex. | read for
informati on, to learn English and develop
reading skills. | am also beinning to read for
pleasure. The language | read isboth
concrete and abstract, dealing with facts,
opinionsand feelings.

I canfollow mainideas, key words and import
detailsin atext of 2-3 pageson afamiliar topic
read popular newspapers, magazine arti cles,
populareasyfi cti on, aswell asacademicanc
business materials. | can read about abstract,
conceptual ortechnical topics.

Writi ng

| can write a paragraph about anideaoran
opinion and give details. | can write a short
lett er, note, or e-mail using appropriate
language. | canfi Il out an applicati onforn
with a mainidea and supporti ng details.

| can write a detailed descripti onor
comparison of people, places, objects and
routi nes. | can describe a simple process.
canwrite a short lett er, not e-mail using
appropriate language and layout. | canfi Il
out alonger applicati onform with 20-30
items. When | write, | have a clear
message. | include detailsto support the
message. | think about who | am writi ng
to.

| can respondinwriti ngto appreciati on,
complaint, disappointment, sati sfacti on
and hope. | can write personal and routi ne
businesslett ers.| summerize longertexts
without losing essenti al informati on. |
write coherent paragraphs on familiar,
concrete topics with clear mainideas and
some supporti ng details. | have a
developing sense of audience. | can write a
report comparing two productsor
describing a process.

| can write routi ne businesslett ersand pers
and formal social messages. | can link sentenc
3-4 paragraphsto form coherent text to expre:
ideas on familiar, abstract topics with some su
for main ideas and an appropriate sense of
audience. | can write down a set of simple
instructi onsbased on clear oral communicati
simple procedural text of grater length. | canv
an eff ecti veresume and coverlett er.|can
eff acti ve resuem and coverlett er.|canwri
incident report or memo with some support fc
main ideas, and with an appropriate sense of
audience.

65



