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Module 9: Synchronous Classes 

When you are learning in an online or blended course, much of your learning will be 

asynchronous. This means that you can choose when to do your readings and 

complete your assignments. Your teacher will give you deadlines for completing 

your work, but you will have a lot of flexibility in choosing when to complete your 

coursework. 

However, some blended or online courses may also have synchronous online 

classes. These are scheduled classes where you will meet with your teacher and 

classmates online, in real time. 

Synchronous classes are sometimes referred to as webinars. Webinar comes from 

the word web, as in world wide web, and seminar, which means a meeting. So a 

synchronous class or a webinar is an online meeting, with you, your teacher, and 

your classmates. 

A webinar is like a face-to-face class except that you can join the class from home 

using your computer or tablet. The webinar has tools for communication: you can 

use the chat box to ask and answer questions, you can use your microphone to 

speak, raise your hand, write on the screen, vote in a poll, and even have small 

group discussions in breakout rooms. 

In this module, you’ll learn how to join and be actively involved in a webinar. Like 

any technology, sometimes there may be problems when you try to participate in a 

webinar. Because one of the goals of online learning is to develop independence, 

you’ll also learn some trouble-shooting techniques to help you solve simple 

problems. 

You’ll learn about ways to interact with your teacher and classmates in a 

synchronous class, and you’ll review online etiquette. Having these resources will 

help you get the most out of your synchronous classes. 


