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Preparation for Online Learning 

Module 9 Vocabulary: Synchronous Classes 

attendee list (n) the list of people who are participating in a webinar 

 Always use your real name when you log-in to a webinar so 

that your classmates can see your name on the attendee 

list. 

behave (v) to act in a certain way; to act in a positive way 

 People will form an opinion of you based on how they see 

you behave online. 

breakout 

room 

(n) a room or group in a webinar where participants can have small 

group discussions separate from the larger group 

 The teacher divided the class into three breakout rooms 

during the webinar. 

chat (n) informal online communication; online typed conversations 

during a webinar or in a course 

 Your classmates and teacher will ask and answer questions 

during the chat. 

(v) to communicate informally online by typing 

 You can chat with your classmates and teacher during the 

webinar. 

chat box (n) the place where chat takes place in a webinar 

 Keep an eye on the chat box during the webinar. 

collaborate (v) to work with another person or group of people to complete a 

task or achieve a goal 

 In an online course, you can collaborate with your 

classmates even though you may live in different places. 

compatible (adj) describes people or devices that work well together 

 Most software programs are compatible with both Windows 

and Apple operating systems. 



 
 

 

Preparation for Online Learning Page 2 of 5 

control 

panel 

(n) the place on your computer where you can see and manage the 

sound, display, printer, etc. 

 If you’re having trouble with the sound during a webinar, 

open the control panel on your computer and check your 

device manager. 

deny (v) to say no to a request; to not allow something to happen 

 Check your credentials if you are denied access to a 

webinar or a website. 

device (n) any digital equipment like a computer, laptop, tablet or 

smartphone 

 While you can access your Moodle course and webinars on 

your mobile device, a larger screen is better. 

download (v) to move a file from the internet to your computer 

 You may have to download a file before you can login to a 

webinar. 

echo (n) a sound that is repeated back to you 

 You must use a headset during a webinar or you may hear 

an echo because your mic will pick up the sound from your 

speakers. 

(v) to repeat what someone has just said 

 Try to find something new to say in an online discussion 

rather than just echoing what someone else has already 

said. 

emoticon (n) a small image such as a happy face, thumbs up or heart that is 

used to express emotion in chat 

 You can use emoticons such as a thumbs up, thumbs down, 

clapping or a smiley face in the chat box during a webinar. 

etiquette (n) the acceptable or expected way to behave 

 Different cultures have different rules of etiquette so it’s 

important to learn what is polite and what is rude when you 

visit a new country. 

feature (n) a tool or characteristic of a device or program 

 Taking the time to learn about the different features 

available in the webinar will help you to have a positive 

learning experience. 
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interact (v) to communicate in some way with another person or with a 

device or program 

 In an online class, you will interact with your teacher, your 

classmates, and with the learning activities on Moodle. 

jack (n) the part of a headphone or headset that plugs into your device 

 If you don’t have sound, make sure that your headphone 

jack is securely plugged in. 

maximize (v) to increase something such as time, money, an opportunity or 

experience as much as possible  

 You can maximize your learning experience by being an 

active student. 

mute (v) to stop the sound on an audio device or media player 

 You can click on the mute icon to temporarily turn off the 

sound on your computer or tablet. 

podcast (n) an audio file (a sound file) that you can download or listen to 

online 

 There are many excellent podcasts online that you can use 

to improve your listening skills. 

poll (n) a vote; a chance to express your opinion or to choose an 

answer 

 In a webinar, your teacher may present a poll so that you 

have the chance to vote or make a choice. 

real-time (n) happening at the same time; synchronous or simultaneous 

 It’s important to be on time for a webinar as synchronous 

classes happen in real-time. 

reboot (v) to restart your computer 

 When all else fails, rebooting your computer will sometimes 

solve a connection problem. 

ribbon (n) a long narrow strip at the top of a computer program with icons 

and menus or actions, sometimes with tabs 

 Tools are often found on the ribbon or toolbar; this may be 

at the top or the side of the screen. 
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slide (n) a single page of a presentation such as a PowerPoint 

presentation or Google Slides 

 A webinar presentation usually has slides and the presenter 

will move through the slides one by one. 

static (n) an audio connection where you cannot hear any voices but only 

white noise 

 Check your connection if you can only hear static during the 

webinar. 

streaming (adj) describes audio or video that comes into your computer from 

an external source 

 YouTube and Netflix are examples of streaming video; they 

are not downloaded but instead they flow continuously to 

your device. 

synchronous 

class 

(n) webinar; a real-time, virtual class to which students login so 

they can join on their computer 

 You can join a webinar or synchronous class from any 

place with an internet connection. 

system 

check 

(n) a test that you can run on your computer to make sure that 

everything is working correctly 

 You can run a system check to see if your computer is 

working well. 

troubleshoot (v) to look at what is wrong with your device and try to find a 

solution 

 You’ll have to troubleshoot to try to find and fix the 

problem if your computer isn’t working. 

upload (v) to move a file from your computer to the internet, usually to a 

website, an LMS, etc. 

 In an online class, you will be asked to upload assignments 

from your computer to Moodle. 

virtual (adj) describes something that happens online only and not in the 

real world 

 A webinar is sometimes described as a virtual classroom; 

it’s like a regular classroom except everything is online. 
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webcam (n) a camera that is attached to your computer and that you can 

use for video calls and webinars 

 Most laptops and tablets have a built-in webcam, which is a 

useful accessory for video conversations. 

webinar (n) a synchronous, online class where the teacher and students can 

meet and work together in real-time 

 You can join a webinar from any device with an internet 

connection. 

whiteboard (n) a white space on a computer screen where you can type or 

draw 

 In a webinar, you can use the drawing tools to type, draw, 

and insert shapes and emoticons on the whiteboard. 

whiteboard 

tools 

(n) icons that you can click and that allow you to write, type, or 

draw on a white space on a computer 

 The webinar presenter may enable the whiteboard tools so 

you can draw and write on the screen. 

 


